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Setting in the Catcher in the Rye 
J.D. Salinger’s Novel The Catcher in the Rye is set in the late 1940s, a post-World War II era in the United States, a time when the economy was prosperous and social rules were embedded to serve as a system of accord for the youthful generation. The narrator of the story, Holden Caulfield tells it while in Agerstown, Pennsylvania and in New York City. Holden at this time is sixteen years of age with the events happening between the completion of the school term in fall, and Christmas within three days. The social context of the novel was at a time when the economy was on the rise employment rate was high. Thus most people were of the middle-class status.
Holden has a revolting attitude towards people and the society because he thinks they are phonies, using that as a reason for leaving school. He says, "…I left Elkton Hills because phonies surrounded me. That's all." (Salinger 13). Ackley has a no care attitude where he feels he can invade people's space whenever he feels like; "…He always picked up my personal stuff and looked at it…He was exactly the kind of guy that wouldn't get out of your light when you asked him to.” (Salinger 12). Maurice, the elevator operator, has a sexist attitude as he advocates for prostitution to the extent of asking Holden if he’d like to entertain a prostitute for the night saying, "Interested in a little tail tonight?" (Salinger 53)
The setting in New York City give Holden an opportunity to expound on the culture of entertainment, clubbing, shopping, etc. in this city, Holden makes it clear that he cannot stand the superficiality and greediness of individuals, criticizing the obsession with social status, material wealth and leisure. It also presents an opportunity for Holden to get involved with a prostitute, where he says, "…I kept walking around the room waiting for the prostitute to show up." (Salinger 54) Holden's insecurities and rebelliousness are also brought out by the setting when he goes into bars and nightclubs regardless of him being a minor.



Work Cited
[bookmark: _GoBack]Salinger, J.D. The Catcher in the Rye. Boston: Little, Brown, 2001. Print.
